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On behalf of the cardiology community, I would like to express my gratitude to your team for allowing us
to visit CMS and share the rationale for covering coronary artery calcium (CAC) testing in a selected
patient population who could greatly benefit from the test.

As presented, CAC has two key diagnostic roles in patients with intermediate risk of atherosclerosis
cardiovascular disease based on the latest national guidelines issued by American College of Cardiology

and American Heart Association:

1) To prevent unnecessary treatment in those with CAC=0 who are truly low-risk despite being

categorized by risk factors (e.g. high cholesterol) as intermediate risk.

2) To alert high-risk patients who based on risk factors are categorized as low or intermediate risk.
and to initiate or intensify treatment in this group to prevent adverse events such as heart attack

and stroke.

The indisputable evidence behind the recent guidelines creates a professional and ethical obligation for
physicians to order CAC testing for their patients who meet the above diagnostic indications.

We appreciate that you considered the evidence we presented including the cost-effectiveness data and
decided to initiate coverage analysis. We are happy to provide additional information you might need.
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